
 

 
      
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
EPEE AGM DISCUSSES THE POTENTIAL OF HEATING & COOLING IN THE EU’S PATHWAY TO 
DECARBONISATION 
 
BRUSSELS, 3 April 2019: The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the European Partnership for Energy 
and the Environment (EPEE) had again a very busy agenda! The year 2018 has been marked by a number 
of activities and fascinating projects that EPEE will further develop during the upcoming year. Members 
will continue to drive forward the work of the trade association and agreed that the HVACR industry has 
to be more proactive and showcase the benefits it brings to the world and lives of all, not only through 
heating, but also through cooling and refrigeration.  
 
“At this year’s AGM we took a moment with our members and industry partners to discuss issues close 
to our sector’s heart, in a dedicated workshop,” explained EPEE Director General Andrea Voigt. “The EU 
2050 Decarbonisation Strategy is one of them. Heating, cooling and refrigeration systems have a great 
potential in contributing to the decarbonisation of the EU energy system. We need to increase efforts 
to integrate all technologies already available, look at what else can be done, at what role energy 
storage can play for example.” 
 
The European Commission (DG ENERGY) presented its EU long-term strategy for EU greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions reduction at the EPEE AGM workshop, insisting on the importance of modernising and 
decarbonising the EU economy through further investments, to eventually change behaviours towards 
energy consumption.  The EPEE workshop was also the opportunity for the Coalition for Energy Savings 
to present their 2050 Vision, highlighting the need for energy efficiency to be placed at the centre of 
future GHG emissions reduction to ensure that measures decided today can contribute to energy 
savings tomorrow. EASE, the European Association for Storage of Energy, also expressed its views on 
the EU pathway to decarbonisation, stressing the importance of electrical storage in future energy 
legislative frameworks, and the need for decision-makers to be as much technology-neutral as possible 
and consider all potential storage technologies in the Commission’s strategy.  
 
Andrea Voigt concluded: “Europe’s energy transition was the heart of our discussions. The conclusion 
of our workshop is clear: it is crucial that we act now to respond effectively to growing global cooling 
needs, and in a sustainable way. Our association is really keen to support Europe’s decarbonisation and 
is looking forward to further exchanges on this.” 
 
The EPEE AGM workshop also provided participants with an update on the upcoming 2019 EU elections. 
All presentations from the workshop can be found here.  
 
The AGM renewed the mandate of a few Steering Committee members: amongst others, Jean-Claude 
Wetzels from Emerson Climate Technologies was elected Vice-Chair of EPEE, and Rainer Grosse-Kracht 
from Bitzer was re-elected Treasurer of the association. The AGM also elected François Heyndrickx, of 
the French association AFCE, as the EPEE Associations representative within the Steering Committee. 
 

For further information, please contact secretariat@epeeglobal.org , tel: +32 (0) 2 732 70 40. You can 

watch all our videos on our dedicated YouTube channel. 

https://www.epeeglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-COMPILED-PRESENTATION-EPEE-AGM-21-MARCH.pdf
mailto:secretariat@epeeglobal.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEoS05YoO-1OthgZUcmGWIQ


 

 
      
 

 

 
 
 

ABOUT EPEE:   
 
 
The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) represents the refrigeration, air-
conditioning and heat pump industry in Europe. Founded in the year 2000, EPEE’s membership is 
composed of 49 member companies, national and international associations.  

EPEE member companies realize a turnover of over 30 billion Euros, employ more than 200,000 people 
in Europe and also create indirect employment through a vast network of small and medium-sized 
enterprises such as contractors who install, service and maintain equipment.  

EPEE member companies have manufacturing sites and research and development facilities across the 
EU, which innovate for the global market.  

As an expert association, EPEE is supporting safe, environmentally and economically viable technologies 
with the objective of promoting a better understanding of the sector in the EU and contributing to the 
development of effective European policies.  

 
Please see our website (www.epeeglobal.org) for further information.  
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