
 

 
 

Press release  
A cap and phase-down of F-Gases is the most cost-effective measure 
to reduce direct emissions from heating and cooling. 
 
Brussels, 4 October 2012: The European Partnership for Energy and the 
Environment (EPEE), representing the heating and cooling industry in Europe, 
estimates that a phase-down of F-Gases in the EU will reduce the direct climate 
impact of refrigerants by up to 65% in 2030. 
 
“The heating and cooling industry is ready to face the challenge of the low-carbon 
roadmap”, says Andrea Voigt, EPEE’s Director General. “By reducing the consumption of 
HFCs – the most commonly used F-Gases – by 30% in 2020 and up to 65% in 2030, we will 
reduce direct emissions from our sector by more than 70 million tons of CO2-equivalent in 
2030.”  
 
Whilst the existing F-Gas Regulation has already started to pay off with expected 
emission savings of more than 40% in 2030, EPEE supports the European Commission’s 
assessment that additional savings are necessary to fulfill the EU’s low carbon roadmap 
requirements.  
 
A cap and phase-down mechanism for F-gas refrigerants supports the existing F-Gas 
Regulation by limiting the quantities of HFCs (hydrofluorocarbons) available and hence 
stimulating the containment and recovery of these gases. It is also unique in providing 
both regulatory certainty to achieve the required emission savings, and flexibility for a 
complex sector. As an example, recent studies have identified more than 40 heating and 
cooling applications, all requiring different technologies and covering a very wide range 
from refrigerated trucks to food processing, heating and cooling of buildings, 
refrigeration in supermarkets, etc.  
 
Andrea Voigt explains: “There is no perfect refrigerant. Refrigerant choice is complex and 
often a compromise between many different factors. Two of these are non-negotiable: the 
safety and the energy efficiency of the installations. Safety is essential for the installers and 
the users of the equipment. Energy Efficiency has a major impact on running cost and our 
environment, as most of the emissions are due to energy consumption.” 
 
A phase-down of HFCs has been identified by both the Commission’s own research and a 
more recent EPEE-funded study (by the consultancy SKM Enviros) as being the most 
cost-effective measure to reduce direct HFC emissions. EPEE estimates an average cost 
of €15 to €25 per ton of CO2–equivalent abated with significant variations depending on 
the application. Even if the financial impact remains substantial, a phase-down allows 
spreading this cost over time.  
 
“There is no perfect refrigerant. A cap and phase-down mechanism for HFCs, combined 
with further strengthening the current F-Gas Regulation, will steer the heating and cooling 
industry along a path to eliminating HFCs where feasible, and will boost innovation for  
safe and energy efficient new solutions. This will allow our industry to continue to provide 
safe, energy efficient and affordable solutions to our customers  in their everyday life - in 
their homes, places of work, stores, healthcare, travel and more”, Andrea Voigt concluded. 
Ends.   
 
 



 

 
About EPEE:  

The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) represents the 
refrigeration, air-conditioning and heat pump industry in Europe. Founded in the year 
2000, EPEE’s membership is composed of 40 member companies and national 
associations across Europe realising a turnover of over 30 billion Euros and employing 
more than 200,000 people in Europe. As an expert association, EPEE is supporting safe, 
environmentally and economically viable technologies with the objective of promoting a 
better understanding of the sector in the EU and contributing to the development of 
effective European policies. For more information, please visit www.epeeglobal.org 

 

NOTES TO THE EDITOR 
 
About the phase-down study conducted by SKM Enviros: In 2012 EPEE commissioned the British 
consultancy SKM Enviros to research the cost and emission reduction potential of different phase-
down mechanisms for the consumption of HFCs in the European Union. The study – published on 4 
October 2012- looked at the whole HFC-using sector, but focused in detail on the heating, cooling and 
refrigeration sector (RAC sector and represented by EPEE). The consultants researched 4 different 
scenarios – from lowest impact on the climate to highest impact on the climate - and also assessed 
the feasibility of other proposed phase-down scenarios, such as the “North American Proposal”. 
 
The study found that a 30% HFC consumption reduction in 2020 and 65% reduction in 2030 would: 

 Achieve emission savings of over 70 million tons of CO2 equivalent  

 Cost between 15€ to 25 € per ton of CO2 equivalent abated, although this cost varies 

significantly depending on the application sector and is very sensitive to assumptions such as 

additional capital costs related to using alternative refrigerants, maintenance cost, and the 

difference in energy efficiency.  

Finally the study assessed the substantial environmental benefits of heat pumps (which use mainly f-
gases for safe and efficient operation), which can reduce net GHG emissions by 155 million tons of 
CO2 equivalent in 2030 when compared to fossil fuel boilers.  
 
About the phase-down mechanism:  
If you want more information about EPEE’s position and recommendations for the F-gas Review, 
please read on here and contact the EPEE Secretariat: secretariat@epeeglobal.org  

http://www.epeeglobal.org/
http://www.epeeglobal.org/epeedocs/internet/docs/EPEE_HFC_Phase_Down_Report_-_Executive_Summary_6945.pdf
http://www.epeeglobal.org/epeedocs/internet/docs/EPEE_-FGas_-_position_on_the_review_-_European_Commission-_September_2012-_Final_6943.pdf
mailto:secretariat@epeeglobal.org

