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CLIMATE CHANGE DEBATE: STAKEHOLDERS MEET IN BRUSSELS TO DISCUSS HOW TO CONTROL FLUORINATED GASES EMISSIONS 

Brussels, 16 April 2002: The European Fluorocarbon Technical Committee (EFCTC) and the European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE)* hosted, today in Brussels, a workshop dedicated to future European legislation on Fluorinated gases (F-gases). Substitutes to ozone depleting substances, such as CFCs, these gases are widely used in important daily-life applications such as refrigeration, air conditioning, thermal insulation, fire fighting, semiconductor (manufacture and in electronics safety features) and medical aerosols. 

Due to the fact that F-gases are greenhouse gases, the European Commission is drafting legislation to reduce F-gases emissions, which is one of the first steps in the Commission's Climate change policy - the European Climate Change Programme (ECCP). The ECCP concluded that future EU-level legislation of F-gases will be the central element of an EU level approach to reduce such emissions, which represent less than 2 % of total global greenhouse gas emissions.

The F-gases proposal is expected to be presented by the Commission, in the course of Summer 2002.

Solutions and regulatory options for containment and emission control

The workshop witnessed an open and transparent dialogue between stakeholders, following in the footsteps of the ECCP. The workshop's programme covered the scientific context of climate change issues, why F-gases are used and for what applications, sustainability issues around F-gases use, and, in particular, regulatory solutions for emissions containment and control. 

" Discussions touched on several of the key factors that need to be taken into account in developing EU legislation. It will concentrate mainly on containment (requiring all practicable measures to be taken to minimise emissions at design, manufacture, installation, operation and disposal of equipment) and monitoring of emissions from the use of such gases. 

A balanced and responsible-use approach 

Dr A Mc Culloch from the University of Bristol placed HFC emissions in perspective, particular attention was paid in the workshop to the principles of responsible use of F-gases. All participants agreed that such gases need to be contained and many spoke of the continuing role for the responsible use of F-gases, to provide efficient, low risk systems and applications that offer significant benefits. 

As underlined in his presentation by Olivier Deleuze, the Belgian State Secretary for Energy and Sustainable Development who led the EU-Delegation in Bonn and Marrakech in 2001, the key objectives of a Directive should be to improve monitoring and verification of emissions, to improve containment during the life cycle of equipment and to restrict marketing and use of fluorinated gases in certain applications. Unnecessary restrictions on the use, production and applications of F-gases, as was agreed during the discussions, are not the way forward to achieve real and significant emission reductions. Life-cycle analysis results in thermal insulation applications discussed at the meeting show that, by contributing to the higher energy efficiency of these applications, F-gases can actually contribute to decrease their global climate impact.

The panel discussions allowed an open exchange of views between users, producers, academics, regulators, legislators, consumer associations and NGOs. Nick Campbell Chairman of EFCTC stated 'We wish to collaborate actively with decision makers and other stakeholders to define a workable, coherent and viable EU-wide approach.' The discussions focused on a balanced and workable approach covering various policy objectives including safety, energy efficiency, climate change, waste management and economic and social development. 

The Framework Directive

Friedrich Busch Director General of EPEE underlined that 'The EU must ensure that the provisions of this legislation are consistently and equally implemented in all Member States as this is the best way to achieve real and meaningful results. Only such a legislative framework, with an emphasis on Community level provisions on monitoring and containment, will ensure that the vibrant Refrigerant and Air-conditioning sector will continue to contribute to the competitiveness of the EU.'

Real emission reduction, will be achieved by monitoring and containment as the overriding and principle elements of the new legislation. The intention of the Commission to prepare such an EU level F-gases legislative proposal was welcomed by all the participants, however several spoke out against attempts within Member States such as Austria to launch unilateral legislation on F-Gases.

BACKGROUND FOR EDITORS

The planned F-gases legislation is a first step in the implementation of the Commission principle vehicle for it climate change policy - the European Climate Change Programme on F-gases. The European Climate Change Programme of stakeholder consultations ran from March 2000 until July 2001. Its mission was to 'drive forward' EU efforts to meet the targets set by the Kyoto Protocol for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by identifying potential actions that could be taken in a wide variety of sectors. The programme brought together a range of stakeholders who developed possible elements of an EU strategy to cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. One sub-working group of the ECCP met several times to specifically examine F-gases. The principal output from the Programme was a series of policies and measures to reduce the EU's GHG emissions covering the development of existing policies and new proposals which will form part of the EU's strategy to combat climate change. Under the ECCP, a working group discussed the contents of this future legislation. The principle agreed elements were:

" containment (requiring all practicable measures to be taken to minimise emissions at design, manufacture, installation, operation and disposal of equipment);

" monitoring of emissions from the use of such gases; and

" the banning of certain novelty/frivolous uses, such as self-chill cans and party string.

*The European Partnership for Energy and the Environment (EPEE) is a broad-based group of responsible companies, national associations and European associations active in the European air-conditioning, heat-pump and refrigeration industry. It was formed in September 2000 to contribute to the development of effective European policies to reduce greenhouse gases from the use of refrigerants. Further information can be found on-line: www.epeeglobal.org
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