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CLIMATE CHANGE NEGOTIATIONS IN KYOTO, DECEMBER 1997:

ACTION PLAN TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Brussels, 21 November 1997 - EFCTC (European Fluorocarbon Technical Committee), a CEFIC Sector Group, believes that - when used responsibly - fluorocarbons can contribute significantly to the objective of stabilising and reducing the overall level of greenhouse gases, despite their Global Warming Potentials.

EFCTC herewith presents the principles of a Positive Action Plan for the Refrigeration, Foam and other user industries that are dependent on fluorocarbons for bringing safe and valuable products to the market.

1. We encourage co-operation between government and industry to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through voluntary actions, including the setting of realistic targets (such as leakage rates in the case of refrigeration) and timetables;

2. We support the view that all greenhouse gases should be taken into consideration -in a 6 gas basket- In view of the many interdependencies, concentrating on each individual gas in isolation would lead to suboptimalisation and could prove counterproductive.

3. We advocate appropriate incentives to speed up the acceptance of environmentally acceptable technologies that minimise overall greenhouse gas emissions, such as energy use, containment of emission sources: let the market decide which technologies to favour;

4. We welcome the development and implementation of new, energy efficient technologies, particularly in refrigeration, air-conditioning and insulation which can significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the EU1,2;

5. By integrating health and safety considerations for the general public into strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, conflicting policies can be avoided.

To support these principles, several concrete actions can be taken:

A. We encourage the management of energy efficiency as the primary opportunity of C02-emission reductions, and call to focus on containment of the sources of non-C02-greenhouse gas emissions.

B. We call for energy efficiency labelling of all energy consuming home appliances and for buildings.

C. We encourage recycling and re-use of all greenhouse gases.

D. Through Joint Implementation in insulation of existing buildings, there is a vast opportunity to reduce waste of energy in heating and cooling, and thereby C02 emissions;

E. We call for technology co-operation with developing countries. The fluorocarbon industry has a good track record in this area by assisting customers in developing countries in converting to new, safe technologies;

F. Education of the general public on the effects of their own consumption behaviour is in our view essential in achieving wide-spread acceptance of the climate change goals;

*****

NOTE: This EFCTC position is building on the constructive approach initiated by the European Roundtable of industrialists (ERT) on the reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions (Climate Change, an ERT Report on Positive Action, 24 April, 1997).

EFCTC members companies are: Allied Signal Fluorochemicals Europe, Ausimont, Du Pont, Elf Atochem, ICI-Klea, Rhone Poulenc, Societe industrielle Chimique du Nord de la Grèce, and Solvay.

____________________________

1 P Ashford: Comparative Impacts of Various Insulation Types on Global Warming and the Potential for further C02 Savings

2 March Consultants: Refrigeration and Global Warming An Independent Review of the Role of HFC Refrigerants
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